[Gout and atherosclerosis].
Recently atherosclerotic diseases, such as coronary heart disease and cerebrovascular disease have been considered as an important complication of hyperuricemia and gout. However, it is still controversial whether or not hyperuricemia is an independent risk factor of atherosclerotic diseases. On the other hand, several risk factors for coronary heart disease, for example hyperlipidemia and hypertension, are frequently observed in the patients with gout. Atherosclerosis in relation to hyperuricemia was discussed in view of definite and probable risk factors.